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BOOK REVIEWS 

The Eclipse of Russia. By E. J. Dillon. New York: George H. Doran 
Company. 1918. Pp. 423. $4.00. 

The student of politics or of history finds no country quite 
so baffling in its complexity and so elusive in its contradictions 
as the Russian Empire. An authoritative interpreter is sorely 
needed, and we still wait in vain for a work which will explain 
Russia to the English reader as comprehensively and as success- 
fully as Lord Bryce, for instance, has succeeded in interpreting 
America, or President Lowell England. The man best qualified 
to write such a book on Russia is surely Dr. Dillon, the author 
of the volume now before us. His long residence in that country, 
his official connections there, and his intimacy with leading 
Russian publicists, politicians, and statesmen have given him an 
unrivalled knowledge in the field of Russian affairs. So far, how- 
ever, Dr. Dillon, though he has written much on Russian sub- 
jects, has contented himself with more or less limited surveys in 
this vast field. 

The present volume is an illustration of what has just been 
said. Its title, "The Eclipse of Russia," would be better 
rendered by the name of a former work by Dr. Dillon, "Russian 
Characteristics," for it is with Russian characteristics that the 
book chiefly deals. It gives us an insight into the workings on 
the minds of the Russian peasant, the Russian bureaucrat, the 
Russian educated man, and finally of the Russian Tsar himself. 
And incidentally we see the psychological abyss which separates 
the Russian from the Western European mind. Tsardom has 
never known how to hold together the many divergent and mutu 
ally repelent nationalities that form the Empire except by a rule 
of force, terrorism, and obscurantism. The result is that to-day 
"after ages of spiritual stagnation and politico-social bondage 
the Russian man is still half a child and half an imperfectly 
tamed beast." As for the government, it is a "purely predatory 
state" of the old Asiatic type, and incompatible "with the 
politico-social ordering of latter-day Europe. ' ' 
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The book is very pessimistic at times, yet the author is too 
much in love with his subject and too penetrated with it to be 
dominated by mere pessimism. The two figures around which 
the book centres illustrate these two tendencies of the work. 
On the one hand we see the worst side of Russia in Nicholas II, 
the incarnation of the divine-right, self-worshipping, yet weak 
and inept Tsardom, so jealous of its heaven-given prerogatives 
that, even when it openly agrees with its councillors of state, it 
is always secretly trying to circumvent them. On the other 
hand we see the pitiful side of Russia in Count Witte, the wise 
statesmanlike economist, who could, if only he had been listened 
to, have held together the discordant nationalities of the Empire 
by concessions in self-government, yet rallied them around a 
regenerated Empire by nation-wide economic prosperity. Witte 
strongly recalls Turgot. Both had a great vision, thoroughly 
understood the needs of their countries, and both, had they 
been supported, might have kept their states from dissolution, 
revolution, and a reign of terror. The value of Dr. Dillon's book 
lies chiefly in the fact that he was the intimate of Witte, and 
that he gives us that great statesman's confidential views and 
convictions on Russian policy. No student of Russia can af- 
ford to do without this work, easily one of the most important 
ever written about Russia. S. L. Ware. 

Behind the Scenes in the Reichstag. Sixteen Years of Parlia- 
mentary Life in Germany. By the Abbd E. Wetterle\ Translated 
from the French by George Frederic Lees. New York: George H. 
Doran Company. 1918. Pp. xii -f- 256. 

Abbe Wetterle has long been known as a leader of the party 
friendly to France in Alsace-Lorraine, as the editor of a promi- 
nent paper there, and as a lecturer in French cities on the 
Alsace-Lorraine question! In the present book he relates his 
experiences as a member for Alsace-Lorraine in the Reichstag 
and gives us numerous pen-portraits of his German colleagues 
there. He describes also with piquancy and in true French 
journalistic style such topics as the interior arrangements of the 
Reichstag, the procedure in debate, the tactics of parties, the 
attitude of the Chancellor, and much else that is interesting. 



